GEOSUITE Exercises


Geosuite - Lab Exercises

Question 1 – Names and Codes

a) Find the population of  the town of Virden, Manitoba: _________________
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b)  What are the names of the CMA’s and CA’s in Manitoba?
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b) Which Manitoba city grew the most since 1991?
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c) What is the 2 digit code for province Manitoba?


d)  What is the 3 digit code for the CMA of Winnipeg?


e) What is the CSD code for Virden? What is the name of the Census Consolidation area Virden is part of?



f) Can you look up all the EA’s for the CA of Brandon? How many are there?


Question 2 – Exporting Data

a) Export the EA’s for Brandon, Manitoba (CMA) as ascii text.  How many areas did you find?




b) Open this file in Notepad and review it.

Beyond 20/20 Exercise

3.  A researcher is studying which CMA has the most young children that need ESL assistance at school.

Open the file:  3_T6.IVT

"Immigrant Population by Selected Places of Birth (16), Age at Immigration (12) and Sex (3), Showing Period of Immigration (6), for Canada, Provinces, Territories and Census Metropolitan Areas, 1996 Census (20% Sample Data)"

a) Create and import a profile for all of the cities in Ontario (CMA’s).

b) Load this file into Beyond 20/20.

c) How many cities do you have? ____________

d) At a quick glance which cities have the most children between 6 and 9 years? 

e) Obviously, just the number of children is NOT enough to determine whether ESL might be needed? What else would we need to consider?

Advanced Exercise: From importing Geocodes as a Codes for Characteristics 

The Profile series has 1605 categories. This is overwhelming for students and needs to be managed. 

Any dimension is stored as a set of values. In Beyond 20/20 click the “XMAS tag” icon to cycle from Names to codes.

How do you get at the codes?

It’s very simple.

Make the dimension active that you would like to work with. Click on the “list” icon on your tool bar.


This will provide you with the code and the English Description.

Under File, choose save as. Change the file type from “.ivd” to “.csv”.

Open this in Excel or Word and edit it. Leave only the codes that you would like have in your profile, one per line, no trailing blanks. Save as “.csv” or .txt.

Following the same procedure as Importing Geosuite geocodes and import this list of characteristics as a new profile.

4.  Import a subset of characteristics as a profile

a) Try selecting creating a list for Place of Birth using the “List” feature.

b) Save the list.

c) Open it and edit it.

d) Delete any countries that are English speaking. Save file notenglish.txt or notenglish.csv

e) You could create a second file deleting any countries that are French speaking. Save the file as notfrench.txt.

f) Now you could also build separate CMA geocode lists based on whether schooling is available in French or English or both.

g) Load your  new set of countries in as a profile using the File – Utilites – Import.







To use these codes in Beyond 20/20, make sure that you export fields in the following order:  PR, FED, EA. Which field already has the codes in this order?
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